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GEWILSTvIEN:  There  is  submitted  herewith  a Study  of  Blind  and  Partial-See- 

ing Children  prepared  by  Einar  R.  Magdiel,  Coordinator  of  Services  to  the 
Blind,  v\rith  the  cooperation  of  Miriam  Stewart,  Child-Welfare  Consultant. 

The  idea  for  such  a study  grev;  out  of  discussions  between  the 
Coordinator  of  Services  to  the  Blind;  Mrs.  V.  M.  Parraelee,  Director  of 
the  Bureau  of  Assistance  and  Service;  Anna  Sundwall,  Chief  of  the  Division 
of  Child-Welfare  Services;  and  Murray  B.  Allen,  State  Supervisor  for  the 
Adult  blind.  Through  a sample  study  it  was  thought  that  some  indication 
might  be  gained  of  the  extent  of  blindness  and  defective;  vision  among 
chiJdren  in  Utah,  of  the  nature  of  their  needs,  and  of  the  degree  to 
wnich  they  v;ere  being  miet  by  established  resources. 

The  child-welfare  workers  in  eleven  counties  made  the  direct 
contacts  v;ith  the  children  and  the  families  and  obtained  the . social  data 
upon  which  this  report  is  based. 

This  study  is  respectfully  submitted  in  the  hope  that  it  may 
prove  of  value  in  furthering  the  welfare  of  visually  handicapped  children 
in  tho  otato. 
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STUDY  OF  BLIND  AND  PARTIAL-SEEING  CHILDREN 
Introduction 

This  study  of  blind  and  partial-seeing  children  was  initiated  and 
conducted  by  the  State  Department  of  Public  Welfare  with  the  assistance  of 
County  Departments  of  Public  Welfare  in  rural  areas  employing  child-welfare 
workers.  It  was  begun  in  February,  1940,  and  continued  through  March,  1941, 
when  it  was  thought  that  a sufficient  number  of  children  had  been  studied 
to  make  the  facts  concerning  them  useful  to  those  serving  visually  handi- 
capped children  in  the  State, 

A number  of  factors  contributed  to  the  decision  to  make  the  study. 

In  1939  the  State  Department  of  Public  Welfare  was  given  by  law  the  respon- 
sibility of  setting  up  and  operating  a program  to  provide  "medical  and  sur- 
gical eye  care  and  other  sight  conservation  work".  Consequently,  this  de- 
partment became  immediately  interested  in  identifying  all  children  in  the 
state  who  might  be  eligible  for  and  helped  by  such  a program.  The  Division 
of  Child -Welfare  Services  expressed  concern  over  the  total  needs  of  these 
children,  and  it  was,  therefore,  decided  to  obtain  rather  comprehensive  social 
information  regarding  them  to  facilitate  planning  adapted  to  their  needs. 

Then,  too,  it  was  known  by  persons  close  to  the  work  with  the 
blind  that  there  were  many  blind  or  partial-seeing  children  of  school  age 
who  wore  not  in  attendance  at  the  State  School  for  the  Blind.  It  was 
evident  to  all  that  a study  was  needed  to  identify  all  children  with  seri- 
ously defective  sight  in  the  State  and  to  determine  their  needs  so  that  all 
organizations,  institutions,  and  agencies  serving  them  might  have  a sound 
basis  for  program  planning.  Those  presently  assisting  visually  handicapped 


ctiildren  a'te  the  State  School  for  the  Blind  and  its  Adult  Blind  Division, 
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tJae  State  Department  of  Public  Welfare,  the  Vocational  Rehabilitation  Divi- 
sion of  the  State  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  the  State  Board  of 
Health,  the  home  teachers  employed  by  the  Work  Projects  Administration,  and 
various  service  organizations. 


Objectives 


Since  it  was  decided  that  the  study  should  be  broader  than  a mere 
quest  for  persons  needing  medical  or  surgical  eye  treatment,  the  following 
purposes  and  objectives  were  finally  adopted: 

1.  To  determine  the  children  who  could  have  vision  improved 
or  loss  of  vision  prevented  through  medical  or  surgical 
eye  treatment; 

2.  To  determine  the  children  \vho  could  be  helped  by  sight 
conservation  or  blindness  prevention  measures; 

3.  To  determine  the  children  who  might  benefit  by  enroll- 
ment in  the  State  School  for  the  Blind; 

4.  To  determine  the  children  who  arc  in  need  of  social 
case  work  services  available  through  the  Department  of 
Public  Welfare; 

5.  To  determine  the  nature  and  extent  of  blindness  and 
visual  handicap  to  be  used  as  a basis  for  cooperative 
planning  with  the  State  School  for  the  Blind  and  its 
Adult  Blind  Division  and  the  State  Board  of  Health. 

It  was  also  thought  that  the  study  might  bring  out  facts  which 
would  suggest  some  special  needs  of  these  visually  handicapped  children 
which  were  not  being  met  by  any  public  or  private  agency  and  prove  of 
value  in  determining  whether  or  not  there  should  be  developed  certain 
services  to  the  blind,  such  as  vocational  guidance  and  placement  work, 
vjhich  have  been  contemplated  at  various  times  by  interested  persons  and 
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agencies,  but  whicb.  have  never  been  made  available.  Hoiwever,  these  pur- 
poses were  not  specifically  mentioned  in  the  instructions  given  to  the 
case  workers  who  made  the  studies. 

Definition  of  Terms 

For  the  purposes  of  this  study,  a blind  child  has  been  con- 
sidered one  with  20/200  (ten  per  cent)  visual  acuity  or  less  in  the  better 
eye  xvith  correcting  lenses,  which  is  the  rather  generally  accepted  defini- 
tion of  economic  blindness. 

A partial-seeing  child  is  one  who  is  not  blind,  but  has  visual 
acuity  of  2O/3O  (eighty-five  per  cent)  or  less  in  the  better  eye  with 
glasses;  or  one  who  has  encountered  serious  difficulties  in  performing  usual 
school  work  or  other  regular  activities  because  of  defective  sight.  This 
latter  qualification  of  our  definition  of  a partial-seeing  child  was  adopted 
because  it  was  thought  that  some  children  might  have  fairly  good  vision,  but 
in  relation  to  other  factors  such  as  their  personality,  mental  status,  or 
social  attitudes,  the  slight  visual  deficiency  would  be  the  factor  which 
would  handicap  the  child.  This  was  borne  out  by  the  study. 

The  term  "mentally  deficient"  is  based  on  the  case  worker’s  judg- 
ment r'nd  not  on  psychometric  measurement.  However,  the  children  so  des- 
cribed are  very  obviously  retarded. 

Thu  term  "of  school  age"  applies  to  children  between  tho  ages  of 
six  and  eighteen.  This  age  range  was  adopted  oven  though  the  State  School 
for  the  Blind  accepts  pupils  up  to  the  age  of  twenty-one  because  the  State 
I'iW  makes  school  attendance  compulsory  until  a child  completes  high  school 
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or  readies  the  age  of  eighteen  years. 

Scope  and  Method 

Since  it  was  not  one  of  the  primary  objectives  of  this  study  to 
make  a com.plote  census  of  visually  handicapped  children  in  the  State,  the 
method  was,  first,  to  start  with  the  most  complete  list  of  known  cases. 
Accordingly,  a list  of  approximately  IO3  names  was  obtained  from  the  Adult 
Blind  Division  of  the  State  School  for  the  Blind,  Added  to  this  list  was 
a group  of  12  names  of  children  discovered  to  be  visually  handicapped  in 
the  course  of  the  administration  of  the  medical  and  surgical  eye  care  pro- 
gram. Nine  additional  cases  were  discovered  by  child-welfare  workers.  A 
few  additional  nfimes  which  came  to  the  attention  of  the  persons  conducting 
the  study  were  included.  All  of  these  were  later  eliminated  as  they  were 
children  in  a special  private  institution,  and  blindness  was  considered  the 
least  of  their  serious  physical  or  mental  defects.  It  was  recognized  that 
the  Vocational  Rehabilitation  Division  of  the  State  Department  of  Public 
Instruction,  Agents  of  the  U.  S*  Indian  Service,  and  various  service  clubs 
might  know  of  additional  children,  but  inasmuch  as  the  scope  of  this  study 
was,  of  necessity,  limited,  these  agencies  and  organizations  were  not  con- 
tacted , 

The  next  logical  step  was  the  elimination  of  all  cases  which  did 
not  come  Vv'ithin  the  scope  of  the  study  as  established  by  definition  and  ob- 
jectives, or  which  could  not  be  studied  because  of  agency  limitations.  Be- 
cause of  the  press  of  other  duties,  the  Department  of  Public  Welfare  de- 
cided that  it* would  be  possible  to  release  the  time  of  only  child-welfare 


■workers  to  conduct  tiie  study.  This  meant  that  it  could  not  be  carried  on 
state--wide,  since  child-v«;elf are  workers  were  employed  in  but  half  the 
counties.  As  a result,  37  names  were  eliminated  because  the  children  res- 
ided in  counties  other  than  these. 

The  child-welfare  workers  were  asked  to  visit  the  homes  of  the 
remaining  60  children  and  complete  a two-page  questionnaire  for  each  child. 
(See  sample  form  in  Appendix.)  Of  these  children,  l6  were  studied  but  ex- 
cluded on  the  grounds  that  they  did  not  have  sufficient  visual  deficiency; 

5 children  had  moved  outside  the  county;  2 could  not  be  located;  and  3 were 
excluded  for  other  reasons.  After  all  eliminations  had  been  made,  3^  cases 
from  the  following  nine  counties  were  included  in  the  study: 


Cache  6 
Carbon  12 
Duchesne  1 


Juab  1 
Iron  3 
Sanpete  2 


Sevier  2_ 
Utah  6 
Washington  1 


This  number  includes  one  child  whose  condition  lies  outside  the  defini- 
tion of  partial-seeing,  but  who  was  included  because  of  a serious 
organic  eye  defect. 
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Findings 


(See  Appendix  for  Charts) 


Chart  I indicates  that  the  children  included  in  this  study  are 
residing  in  nine  different  counties  TWhich  are  widely  scattered;  Chart  II, 
that  twenty-three  of  the  thirty-four  children  are  of  school  age;  and  Chart 
III,  that  there  are  two  more  females  than  males. 

Section  IV,  on  education,  makes  apparent  the  following  facts: 

1,  Seventeen  of  the  children  have  attended  public  schools 
only,  and  four  have  attended  only  the  State  School  for 
the  Blind,  Five  of  the  children  have  had  some  education 
in  both  school  systems.  Three  of  the  children  of  school 
age  have  had  no  education.  Four  of  the  children  are  of 
pre-school  age,  and  the  education  of  one  child  is  un- 
known, 

2.  Only  nine  of  the  children  have  ever  attended  the  School 
for  the  Blind.  Those  who  have  attended  have  remained 
there  for  a comparatively  short  time,  only  throe  having 
stayed  for  over  three  years ♦ Two  children  remained 
there  less  than  one  year.  There  are  four  additional 
children  planning  to  attend  the  State  institution  in 
the  future,  and  one  child  is  now  in  attendance  there. 

3*  Eighteen  children  were  in  public  schools  as  of  April,  194-1, 
This  number  represents  one-half  of  the  total  children 
studied,  or  three-fourths  of  the  total  number  of  children 
of  school  age.  These  children  are  in  grades  ranging  from 
kindergarten  to  the  fourth  year  of  high  school,  there  be- 
ing some  concentration  in  numbers  in  the  third  and  fourth 
grades  and  again  in  the  eighth  and  ninth.  Of  the  children 
now  attending  school,  five  are  one  year  retarded,  three  are 
two  years  retarded,  £‘.nd  one  is  three  years  retarded, 

4,  Three  of  the  children  of  school  age  have  had  no  education. 
The  only  reasons  given  for  this  ore  "ill  health"  and 
"child  hard  to  manage".  In  the  latter  case  an  aunt  has 
been  teaching  the  child  individually,  and  he  is  now 
capable  of  reading  a second  grade  reader.  The  parents 
of  one  of  the  children  plan  to  place  him  in  the  State 
School  for  the  Blind.  In  the  third  case,  illness  prevents 
any  kind  of  training. 

3*  Of  the  six  children  who  are  beyond  school  age  and  out  of 
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school,  only  one  child  graduated  from  either  the  pub- 
lic schools  or  the  State  School  for  the  Blind,  and  she 
was  one  year  retarded  at  the  time.  Three  of  these  child- 
ren completed  the  seventh  grade;  one,  the  ninth  grade; 
and  one,  the  eleventh, 

6.  Few  children  have  had  any  special  training,  and  in  only 
two  cases  was  it  mentioned  that  special  sight-saving 
materials  had  been  made  available  to  the  children.  One 
child  has  attended  a special  sight-saving  class  in  Cali- 
fornia. 


Chart  V,  describing  the  adjustment  of  children  beyond  school  age, 
reveals  that  three  are  unemployed  end  have  had  no  special  training.  Two 
of  them  express  a desire  for  further  education.  One  child  is  in  a C.C.C. 
camp,  and  two  of  the  girls  have  married. 

The  fact  that  plans  for  the  future  are  as  yet  largely  undeter- 
mined is  indicated  by  Chart  VI.  Eighteen  of  the  children  have  formulated 
no  plans.  Four  either  plan  to  enter  the  State  School  for  the  Blind  or  to 
continue  training  there.  One  is  to  continue  at  the  State  Training  School, 
Throe  wish  to  hawe  an  undetermined  kind  of  special  training,  and  one  wants 
a college  education  geared  to  his  hahdicap.  Four  ha.ve  chosen  vocations 
v\/hicii  include  nursing,  teaching,  social  service  work,  and  office  work. 

Of  thv^  tvjo  vjho  are  married,  one  has  expressed  a desire  for  training  in 


office  work. 

Thu  children’s  interests  a'nd  aibilities  ere  shown  in  Cha.rts  VII 
and  VIII,  Music  is  outstanding  in  both  of  these,  but  only  eight  children 
oxprj.ooed  an  interest  in  this,  and  their  age  range  vjas  from  eight  to  nine- 
teen ye'.rs  rnd  their  residence  in  five  different  counties.  The  only  other 
speci.'  1 ability  mentioned  was  that  of  art,  and  only  two  children  displayed 
such  t'  lent.  * 
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The  marginal  living  conditions  of  the  families  included  in  the 
study  are  made  evident  by  Chart  IX,  Of  the  twenty-seven  families  included 
in  this  study,  fifteen  are  receiving  some  kind  of  public  assistance.  Of  the 
twelve  families  who  are  now  independent,  four  have  previously  received  as- 
sistance such  ps  medical  care  through  the  Crippled  Children’s  Service,  or 
income  through  the  Civilian  Conservation  Corps. 

According  to  Chart  X,  twenty-eight  of  the  children  studied  are 
in  need  of  case  work  services.  Only  two  children  were  receiving  child- 
welfare  services  at  the  time  of  the  study  and  such  services  were  extended 
to  but  nine  additional  children  following  the  study.  Among  the  factors 
which  indicated  this  need  were  tlie  following: 

1,  Personality  problems,  habits  indicating  underlying  emo- 
tional problems,  poor  health,  unusual  appearance,  inability 
to  accept  the  limitations  of  the  handicap,  and  retarded 
physical,  mental,  or  emotional  development  on  the  part 

of  children, 

2,  Detrimental  attitudes,  unwholesome  habits,  and  unwise 
treatment  of  children  with  defective  sight  on  the  part 
of  parents. 

3.  A need  to  be  brought  in  touch  with  resources,  either 
vocational  and  educational,  health  and  medical,  or  recrea- 
tional and  group  work. 

4.  Financial  insecurity. 

3.  Sibling  rivalry, 

6.  Isolation  because  neighbors  shunned  out  of  fear  that  the 
illness  causing  the  eye  defect  might  be  contagious. 

7.  Illegitimacy. 

8.  Child  in  an  adoptive  home. 

The  personality  problems  presented  by  children  most  frequently 
indicate  the  need' for  case  work  services.  Among  those  which  most  often  occur 
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are  shyness,  nervousness,  excitability,  aggressiveness,  failure  to  adjust 
with  other  children,  and  failure  to  respond  to  discipline. 

The  undesirable  habits  include  delinquency,  frequent  crying 
spells,  enuresis,  speech  defects,  and  thumb  sucking.  Some  of  the  faulty 
attitudes  on  the  part  of  parents  are  over-protectiveness,  over-indulgence, 
over-anxiety,  and  the  use  of  the  child’s  eye  defect  as  an  excuse  for  his 
inadequacies , 

The  predominant  causes  of  blindness  as  indicated  by  Chart  XI 
are  congenital  cataract,  albinismi,  and  refractory  errors.  These  constitute 
the  causes  in  nineteen  of  the  thirty-four  cases.  In  four  of  the  remaining 
cases,  the  cause  is  optic  atrophy,  and  in  three,  keratoconus.  Among  the 
remaining  causes  are  progressive  myopia,  glaucoma,  retinal  hemorrhage,  con- 
genital syphilis,  and  ectopic  lens  (dislocated  lens). 

According  to  Charts  XII  and  XIII,  maximum  correction  has  been 
achieved  in  the  case  of  two  children.  Thirteen  children  are  either  pres- 
ently receiving  medical  care,  or  have  been  examined  within  the  last  six 
months. 

Although  little  information  was  available  as  to  the  need  for 
further  eye  care,  in  14  cases  this  was  specifically  indicated.  On  the 
other  tiand,  about  two-thirds  of  the  children  studied  have  had  no  examin- 
ation in  the  last  year.  Four  children  have  had  no  examinations  for  over 
two  years;  five,  none  for  over  three  years;  four,  none  for  over  five  years; 
one,  none  for  over  six  years;  and  one  has  had  no  examination. 

About  ten  of  the  children  have  been  helped  by  the  Department  of 
Public  VJolfare  through  the  medical  and  surgical  eye  care  program,  either 
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by  receiving  examinations,  glasses,  or  surgical  care  (Chart  XV). 

Fifteen  of  the  children  studied  have  either  siblings  or  parents 
who  have  defective  vision  (Chart  XVI) » In  nineteen  cases  the  children 
have  physical  or  mental  defects  other  than  their  visual  defect  (Chart 
XVII),  Seven  of  these  children  have  all  the  usual  characteristics  of  an 
albino,  three  are  undernourished;  and  nine  are  additionally  handicapped  by 
one  or  more  of  the  following  conditions;  mental  deficiency,  defect  of  the 
central  nervous  system,  syphilis,  deaf  and  dumb,  crippled,  heart  trouble, 
epilepsy,  and  slow  physical  development. 

Summary 

Though  there  are  at  least  four  public  agencies  and  several  private 
organizations  in  Utah  set  up  to  work  out  solutions  to  various  problems  of 
the  blind,  it  appears  that  there  are  yet  many  needs  of  the  blind  which  are 
not  being  met.  The  State  School  for  the  Blind  provides  opportunities  for 
elementary  and  high  school  education;  yet  the  study  verified  the  fact  that 
many  eligible  children  are  not  availing  themselves  of  this  opportunity.  An 
attempt  was  made  to  obtain  the  reasons  why  children  have  not  attended  the 
State  institution  and,  also,  why  they  left  before  graduation.  However,  but 
few  studies  gave  information  concerning  this.  Among  the  reasons  given  were 
the  following:  "hard  to  manage'*,  "sent  home  for  violation  of  school  rules 

by  corresponding  with  boys",  "receivod  enough  basic  training  in  braille  and 
other  sped’'!  subjects  to  enable  pupil  to  carry  on  in  public  school",  "mother 
claims  housemother  too  harsh  in  punishraent"  , "thought  not  beneficial  since 
work  with  tho  hands'was  all  that  was  taught". 
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Siricc  this  study  was  conducted  in  only  rural  counties  having 
child-welfare  case  workers,  any  observation  as  to  geographic  distribution 
of  blindness  on  a state-wide  basis  is  impossible.  However,  it  can  be 
observed  that  the  distribution  in  the  small  group  studied  did  not  seem  to 
follow  in  relation  to  population  or  geographic  location.  Of  the  eleven 
counties  studied,  Carbon,  with  twelve,  had  the  largest  number  of  children 
with  defective  sight.  However,  of  these,  ten  were  from  only  three  families, 
{Children  from  two  of  th,se  families  were  albinos,  and  the  children  from 
the  third  family  had  congenital  cataracts.)  The  scatter  in  both  place  of 
residence  and  age  of  all  children  studied  was  very  wide. 

It  would  not  be  sound  to  attempt  to  draw  any  conclusions  rela- 
tive to  causes  of  blindness  from  such  a small  sample.  Nevertheless,  since 
this  is  a study  of  children  all  born  within  the  last  twenty-four  years,  it 
is  worthy  of  note  that  blindness  due  to  eye  infections  at  birth  was  not 
known  to  be  the  cause  in  any  case.  This  is  probably  due  to  the  practice 
among  medical  men  of  using  silver  nitrate  in  the  eyes  of  newborn  babies  and 
is  particularly  interesting  in  the  light  of  the  fact  that  Utah  does  not  have 
a state  law  making  such  precaution  mandatory. 

In  very  few  of  the  cases  studied  had  there  been  any  attempt  on 
the  part  of  parents  or  others  to  make  special  plans  for  training  or  vocational 
guido.nco.  There  was  also  a conspicuous  lack  of  utilization  of  such  visual 
aids  for  the  partially  blind  as  clear  type  books  and  other  similar  devices. 
Only  in  very  few  cases  wore  the  parents  unaware  of  the  child’s 
visual  deficiency,  but  many  failed  to  rucognizo  its  significance  to  the 
child.  In  only  onu  ,caso  was  the  statement  made  that  the  parents  and  child 
used  the  oyu  defect  as  an  excuse  for  unsocial  behavior  and  inferior  perfor- 
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mance.  In  this  instance  the  child’s  vision  was  only  slightly  deficient, 
but  others  in  the  family  had  various  eye  defects,  and  it  appeared  to  bo  a 
family  characteristic  to  attribute  their  social  inadequacy  to  their  defect- 
ive sight. 


Conclusions 

The  study  makes  it  apparent  that  a comprehensive  program  of 
training  a,nd  vocational  guidance  will  have  to  be  developed  state-wide  if 
the  needs  of  visually  handicapped  children  are  to  be  met.  The  wide  scat- 
ter in  both  age  range  and  residence  makes  local  planning,  except  on  an  in- 
dividual basis,  impractical. 

Many  facts  brought  out  by  this  study  show  clearly  the  need  for 
case  work  services  to  children  with  defective  vision.  Among  these  are  the 
following;  problems  within  the  child’s  own  personality  or  within  the  fam- 
ily situation;  difficulties  encountered  in  adjusting  to  the  school  setting, 
whether  public  school  or  the  State  School  for  the  Blind;  and  the  need  to  bo 
brought  in  touch  with  resources  such  as  educational  and  vocational,  health 
r.nd  medical,  and  recreational  and  group  work. 

The  few  reasons  given  for  not  continuing  attendance  at  the  State 
School  for  the  Blind  make  the  need  for  social  services  to  children  within 
the  institution  particularly  apparent. 

Another  conclusion  which  might  bo  drr;wn  from  the  study  is  that 
it  would  be  highly  beneficial  for  all  agencies  serving  children  with 
visuail  deficiencies  to  define  their  functions,  interpret  their  services, 


and  coordinate  their'activities.  This  means  that  the  State  School  for  the 
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Blind,  and  tile  Adult  Blind  Division,  the  State  Dopartraent  of  Public 
Instruction,  the  State  Department  of  Public  Welfare,  the  State  Board  of 
Health,  and  the  various  service  clubs  interested  in  the  blind  and  partial- 
seeing  should  all  plan  together  towards  assisting  this  group.  Although 
there  is  some  indication  that  additional  resources  should  bo  developed  to 
help  meet  their  needs,  full  utilization  of  those  already  existent  would  go 
a long  way  toward  insuring  a more  adequate  adjustment  of  every  visually 
handicapped  child  within  the  State. 

The  reliability  of  this  sample  study  as  a basis  of  estimating 
the  needs  of  all  children  with  defective  vision  in  the  State  is  definitely 
questioned.  Therefore,  the  most  obvious  thing  it  indicates  is  the  need 
for  a more  complete  and  thorough  study  which  would  result  in  the  acquisition 
of  accurate  statistics  as  to  tne  number  of  such  children  and  comprehensive 
information  as  to  their  needs.  To  accomplish  this,  some  plan  for  the  identi- 
fication c.nd  registration  of  children  with  serious  eye  defects  would  have  to 
be  affected. 


Recommendations 

I.  Each  agency  serving  the  blind  and  partial-seeing  should  clearly 
define  its  scope  and  function.  Following  this,  there  should  be  a conference 
of  all  such  agencies  to  decide  upon  a means  of  closer  coordination  of  serv- 
ices. This  might  be  accomplished  through  the  appointment  of  a person  as 
coordinator  and  through  frequent  conferences. 

II.  These  agencies,  ns  a group,  should  decide  upon  tlie  best  method  of 

conducting  a complete  census  of  all  individuals  with  defective  sight  and  of 
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making  a thorough  study  of  thoir  nocds;  of  developing  a continuing  system 
of  identification  and  registration;  and  of  setting  up  facilities  for  obtaining 
c..nd  inaintaining  complete  records  of  the  eye  condition,  visual  acuity,  prog- 
nosis, and  recommendations  as  made  by  an  opthalmologist  for  all  children 
with  seriously  defective  vision. 

1*^0  Department  of  Public  VJelfare  should  make  local  case  work  serv- 
ices available  to  those  visually  handicapped  children  who  need  them  and  in- 
terpret more  widely  resources  which  can  now  bo  used  to  help  such  children. 


Beyond  this,  the  services  of  a consultant  trained  in  the  basic  case  work 
principles  and  having  special  knowledge  of  the  needs  of  children  with  defect- 
ive vision  and  ways  of  meeting  them  are  needed.  The  agencies  serving  the 
visually  handicapped  should  decide,  as  a group,  which  agency  should  employ 


such  a consultant. 

IV.  The  agencies,  as  a group,  should  promote  the  development  of  any  now 

services  that  mr.y  be  required  to  moot  the  needs  of  individuals  with  defect- 
ive sight  which  are  yet  unmet  after  the  fullest  utilization  of  existing  re- 


sources is  realized. 
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Retardation  of  Children  attending  public  Schools 
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RUN  DOMN  PHYSICALLY 

heart  trouble 

Epilepsy 

None 
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Utah  state  Department  of  Public  Welfare 
Bureau  of  Assistance  and  Service 
February  i4,  i94o 


REPO RJ.  ON  BLIND  OR  PARTIAL-SEEING  CHJ_L0 

Name  of  Child Date  of  Birth.__ Sex 

Names  of  Parents Father Mother 

Address 

If  Family  Receives  Public  Assistance,  State  Type Other  Aid 

Parent's  Statement  of  Cause  of  blindness  and  Date  of  onset 


if  Child  Has  Been  examined  by  Physician,  Give  Name 

Date  of  Last  examination auilDi agnosis.. 


Check  if  Child  is  Totally  Blind sees  light .sees  objects  at  short  distance _long  distance or 

recognizes  familiar  faces 

If  Child  Has  Ever  Attended  the  school  for  the  Blind  in  Ogden,  Give  Dates  and  indicate  Graduation  or  Grade 

Completed. 

Give  Reason  for  Withdrawing  if  child  Left  School  Prior  to  Graduation — — 


if  Child  Has  Attended  Public  Schools,  Give  Dates  and  Grade  Completed 

Give  present  Grade  if  now  in  Attendance 

Specify  Special  Instruction  or  training  Given  Child 


Describe  briefly  Mental  or  Other  Physical  Defects  of  Child.- 


p 0 


REPORT  ON  BLIND  FOR  P ART  I AL-SE E I NG  CHILD 


-2_ 


Describe  Child's  Unusual  Behavior  or  Dominant  Personality  Traits 


Describe  Relationships  and  Attitudes  of  Family  Members  to  Child  Especially  evidences  of  Oversheltering, 
Offering  too  Many  Privileges  or  indifference  to  Needs  of  Child ^ 


List  Special  Interists,  skills,  or  aptitudes  shown  by  child 


iNoiCAn  OfFiNiT'  Plans  for  Child's  Education,  Training,  or  Future 


Givr  T.AMi,  A'if,  Sfx,  and  Ru.aiion'.hip  to  Child  of  Each  Family  Member  over  2i  Years  of  Age  with  Defective  Vision 

(PBFPARt  A SrpARAT-^  S'"F  Dl.  F FOR  EACH  FAMILY  MEMBER  UNDFR  2|  YEARS  OF  AGE  WITH  DEFECTIVE  VISION) 


OaTF  rOMPLiTiO 


COUNTY. 


.aSiGNATURF.. 


(PufPAur  IN  Owpi  ifATr,  Orimnai  to  thf  State  Department  of  Public  Welfare,  Copy  to  be  Retained  in  Case  Record) 


.M-  : • 


I • 


